
February 16, 2010

The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling
Assistant Secretary of Commerce
Administrator 
National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C.  20230

Dear Mr. Strickling and Mr. Adelstein:

On behalf of the Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition, I write to support 
the request for extension of the application deadline for the second round of funding for the 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) and Broadband Incentives Program (BIP) 
sent by several public interest organizations on February 12, 2010. 

Our primary concern is that many applicants for Round 1 have not yet received word on their 
application.  The delay in announcing these results has made it impossible for some 
communities to perform the necessary engineering and marketing work necessary to prepare a 
successful Round 2 application.  Many Round 2 applicants will be required to adjust the 
boundaries of their service area to prevent any overlap with Round 1 awardees.  It is not easy 
to expend limited funds (or ask potential partners to expend their limited funds) to design a 
truly comprehensive community proposal when community anchor partners may potentially be 
served by a Round 1 project.  We have heard from several of our members that the uncertainty 
surrounding the Round 1 awards is “crippling” the preparation of Round 2 applications.

An extension of the deadline will benefit projects impacted by Round 1 uncertainty and 
strengthen truly comprehensive community applications and the resulting infrastructure 
deployment and adoption projects that are funded in Round 2.

We recognize that NTIA and RUS have been working extremely hard under enormously difficult 
time frames to process thousands of applications in the first round, and we are extremely 
pleased with the decisions made so far in Round 1.   We also respect the statutory deadline that 
requires NTIA and RUS to complete their grant award process by September 30, 2010.  At the 
same time, we expect that NTIA and RUS will be able to process the Round 2 applications more 
quickly than in Round 1 because the review process is now in place and the agencies have the 
benefit of experience in evaluating Round 1 applications.  We therefore believe that a brief 
delay of either six weeks to April 30 (as recommended by other interested parties) or at the 
very least one month to April 15 (analogous to the one month delay that the FCC acquired for 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
Administrator 
Rural Utilities Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C.  20250



its National Broadband Plan) would serve the interests of the applicants, the government, and 
community anchor institutions.   

Sincerely,

John Windhausen, Jr.
Coordinator
Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband Coalition
jwindhausen@telepoly.com
(202) 256-9616
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